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The  New  England 
College  of  Optometry 

Commencement  Exercises 
2005 


"111  Years  of  Academic  Excellence'' 


Sunday,  the  fifth  of  June 

The  Boston  Park  Plaza  Hotel 

Boston,  Massachusetts 


Commencement  Program 

Processional 

Marshall 

Frank  Thorn,  OD,  PhD 

Invocation 

Reverend  Colin  L.  Leitch 

Welcome 

Alan  Laird  Lewis,  OD,  PhD  -  President 

Francis  L.  DiMella,  AIA  -  Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees, 

New  England  College  of  Optometry 
Sally  Deane,  EdM,  MPH,  -  Chairman,  Board  of  Directors, 

New  England  Eye  Institute 

Conferral  of  Honorary  Degrees 

Irvin  M.  Borish,  Doctor  of  Ocular  Science 
Comments 

Valedictory  Address 

Bao-Kim  C.  Nguyen,  Valedictorian,  Class  of  2005 

Presentation  of  Candidates 

David  A.  Heath,  OD,  EdM  -  Vice  President/Dean  of  Academic 
Affairs 

Presentation  of  Degrees 

Hooding  the  Candidates: 

Barry  Barresi,  OD,  PhD  -  Vice  President  for  Clinical  Care  and 
Services 

James  Comerford,  OD,  PhD  -  Chair  of  the  Faculty 
Pledge 

Dr.  Lewis  will  lead  the  graduates  in  the  Optometric  Oath 

Benediction 

Reverend  Colin  L.  Leitch 

Recessional 


Reception  immediately  following  ceremony  in  the  Georgian  Room 


Doctor  of  Optometry 
Degree  Recipients 


Alanna  J.  Adams 
Veena  Adusumilli    *  # 
Nayiri  Ajoian 
Svetlana  V.  Aleshina  + 
Sylvia  Alonso 
Anna  Maria  Baglieri 
Matthew  J.  Bailey 
Jatinder  Bansal 
Ryan  M.  Beyer 
Simi  Bhardwaj 
Claudia  L.  Blemard 
Kristin  E.  Brennan 
Christopher  R.  Brown 
Trung  V.  Bui  + 
Tanya  Y.  Campbell   # 
Sally  T.  Carlos 
Melissa  L.  Carr 
Karen  G.  Carrasquillo  +  # 
Connie  W.  Chan 
Kimberley  W.  Chan 
Tiffany  W.  Chang 
Jimmy  R.  Cheng 
Mili  C.  Chitalia 
Diana  M.  Ciobanu 
Christopher  A.  Clark 
Megan  E.  Clausen 
Barbara  S.  Cohn 
Nyssa  A.  Connell 
Roger  J.  Connelly,  Jr. 
Jennifer  M.  Cousins 
Faiza  Dossa 
Shirlie  A.  Dowd 
James  A.  Fabian 
Eugene  Y.  Fei  + 
Robert  A.  Fillion      # 
Joseph  W.  Gallagher 
Victor  Ganson 
Tracy  A.  Gauvin 
Maria  Georgatos 
Amarjeet  Gill  * 
Navdeep  S.  Gill 
Maylin  Gonzalez 
Darryl  J.  Grace 


Edmonton,  Alberta,  Canada 
Hyderabad  India 
Framingham,  Massachusetts 
Boston,  Massachusetts 
Orlando,  Florida 
West  Paterson,  New  Jersey 
Rockingham,  North  Carolina 
Vancouver,  BC,  Canada 
Medford,  Massachusetts 
San  Diego,  California 
Baltimore,  Maryland 
Cohoes,  New  York 
Methuen,  Massachusetts 
Milton,  Massachusetts 
Brooklyn,  New  York 
Ludlow,  Massachusetts 
Wantagh,  New  York 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts 
Scarborough,  ON,  Canada 
Burlington,  ON,  Canada 
Lexington,  Massachusetts 
Temple  City,  California 
Colonia,  New  Jersey 
Roosevelt  Island.  New  York 
Brookline,  Massachusetts 
San  Diego,  California 
Oregon  City,  Oregon 
Middleboro,  Massachusetts 
Brighton,  Massachusetts 
Buckhead,  Georgia 
Brookline,  Massachusetts 
Windham,  New  Hampshire 
Miami,  Florida 
Allston,  Massachusetts 
Scottsdale,  Arizona 
Damariscotta,  Maine 
Westwood,  Massachusetts 
Orange,  Massachusetts 
Brighton,  Massachusetts 
Sturbridge,  Massachusetts 
Edmonton,  Alberta,  Canada 
North  Bergen,  New  Jersey 
West  Roxbury,  Massachusetts 


Rahul  K.  Gupta 

Andrew  M.  Gutmaker 

David  D.  Ha 

Thuy  T.  Ha 

David  J.  Hasson,  Jr. 

Bridget  C.  Hendricks 

Dzenana  Idrizovic 

Yangzi  Jiang  * 

Danielle  K.  Johnson 

Jarrod  R.  Keller 

Maria  M.  Kim 

Min  J.  Kim 

Scott  M.  Krauchunas  + 

Matthew  H.  Kwong 

Lauren  A.  LaPaglia 

Debra  Y.  Lew 

Shao  Li    +  # 

Megan  E.  Lind 

Jody  L.  Lipp 

Ying  Liu   + 

Alan  C.  Love 

Nancy  Z.  Ma  +  # 

Debra  A.  Meese    + 

Kierstyn  A.  Napier 

Bao-Kim  C.  Nguyen 

Jenny  L.  Nguyen 

Leeanna  T.  Nguyen 

Linda  T.  Nguyen 

Tunghi  T.  Nguyen 

Kimberly  B.  Ninyo 

Jasvinder  K.  Pabla 

Janice  S.  Paknejad 

Yi  Pang    + 

Hannah  E.  Park 

Sonya  M.  Park 

Kelley  I.  Perkins 

Xuanhuong  T.  Pham 

Jason  B.  Pick 

Joseph  M.  Pitcavage 

Mahalakshmi  Ramamurthy     * 

Brent  C.  Ramby 

Arturo  J.  Ramos      +  # 

Douglas  J.  Rett 

Mien-Marie  Reyneke  * 

Xin  Ruan     + 

Rosa  C.  Ruiz-Romero  * 

Elizabeth  J.  Scott 

Joo  H.  Shin 

Mira  K.  Sivan  * 

Zena  A.  Skaff 

Amie  B.  Soucy 

Gillian  J.  Steward 

Alexis  H.  Strauss 

Stephanie  P.  Su 


Lugoff,  South  Carolina 

Scotia,  New  York 

San  Gabriel,  California 

Stockton,  California 

New  Castle,  Pennsylvania 

Natick,  Massachusetts 

Nashua,  New  Hampshire 

Nashville,  Tennessee 

Fort  Kent,  Maine 

Spartanburg,  Massachusetts 

Maiden,  Massachusetts 

Little  Neck,  New  York 

Center  Barnstead,  New  Hampshire 

Mississauga,  ON,  Canada 

Wallingford,  Connecticut 

Alhambra,  California 

Brighton,  Massachusetts 

Sheboygan,  Wisconsin 

Helena,  Montana 

Winchester,  Massachusetts 

Granite  Bay,  California 

North  York,  ON,  Canada 

New  London,  New  Hampshire 

Lisle,  Illinois 

Quincy,  Massachusetts 

Garden  Grove,  California 

San  Jose,  California 

San  Pablo,  California 

Camarilla,  California 

Naples,  Florida 

Brampton,  ON,  Canada 

Granada  Hills,  California 

Miami,  Florida 

Alhambra,  California 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

Goose  Creek,  South  Carolina 

Milpitas,  California 

Boca  Raton,  Florida 

Barrington,  Rhode  Island 

Chennai,  Tamil  Nadu,  India 

Brighton,  Massachusetts 

Boston,  Massachusetts 

Zeeland,  Michigan 

Johannesburg,  South  Africa 

Edmond,  Oklahoma 

Weston,  Florida 

Salem,  New  Hampshire 

Berkeley,  California 

Newton,  Massachusetts 

Gloucester,  ON,  Canada 

Nashua,  New  Hampshire 

Boston,  Massachusetts 

Ft.  Lauderdale,  Florida 

Saunderstown,  Rhode  Island 


Veronica  B.  Sullivan 
Mindy  T.  Ta 
Famaz  Tavassoli  + 
Jeffrey  R.  Timko 
Jimmy  Tran 
Quynh  N.  Tran 
Phuong  D.  Trinh 
Laura  A.  Vasilakos  # 
Mahtab  Vaziri 
Farzana  A.  Virani 
Amy  L.  Vo 
Wen-Hua  Wang  + 
Erika  C.  Wilken 
Margot  Williams      * 
Idy  S.  Wu 
Guangbo  Wu  # 
Richard  S.  Yang 
Qiang  Yin  + 
Noemi  Zubizarreta 


Houston,  Texas 
Beaverton,  Oregon 
Rockville,  Maryland 
Deland,  Florida 
Houston,  Texas 
West  Covina,  California 
Milton,  Massachusetts 
Hingham,  Massachusetts 
Leesburg,  Virginia 
Sugar  Land,  Texas 
Tustin,  California 
Montreal,  Quebec,  Canada 
Portland,  Oregon 
Brookline,  Massachusetts 
Brooklyn,  New  York 
Maiden,  Massachusetts 
Orlando,  Florida 
New  York,  New  York 
Miami  Lakes,  Florida 


*  Accelerated  Optometric  Degree  Program 
+  Advanced  Standing  International  Program 

#  Doctor  of  Optometry  Degree  to  be  awarded  on  September  6,  2005 


Master  of  Science  in  Vision  Science 
Degree  Recipients 


Elise  Harb,  OD* 
Bridget  C.  Hendricks 


San  Rafael,  California 
Natick,  Massachusetts 


*  Master  of  Science  Degree  to  be  awarded  upon  completion  of  degree  requirements 

Bachelor  of  Science  in  Optometry 
Degree  Recipients 


Amarena  Delgado  Montoya 


Spain 


The  information  in  this  program  should  not  be  considered  as  verification  that  a  degree  was  received. 
All  inquiries  should  be  directed  to  the  Registrar's  Office. 


2005  HONORARY  DEGREE  RECIPIENT 

Irvin  M.  Borish,  OD,  DOS,  FAAO 
Doctor  of  Ocular  Science 

An  author  and/or  co-author  of  ten  ophthalmic  textbooks  and  over  150 
published  articles,  Dr.  Borish  has  been  recognized  by  the  readers  of  the 
magazine,  Review  of  Optometry,  as  the  optometrist  of  greatest  influence 
during  the  past  century.  Dr.  Borish  has  been  instrumental  in  the 
creation  of  the  Council  on  Education  within  the  American  Optometric 
Association  and  the  establishment  of  the  Association  of  Schools  and 
Colleges  in  Optometry.  A  recipient  of  seven  honorary  degrees  and  over 
sixty  citations  and  honors  from  U.S.  and  foreign  institutions  and 
organizations,  Dr.  Borish  was  voted  "International  Optometrist  of  the 
Year"  in  1996  by  the  World  Council  on  Optometry.  He  has  also  been 
selected  to  be  in  the  Optometry  Hall  of  Fame.  A  Herman  B.  Wells 
Visionary  Award  Recipient,  Dr.  Borish  has  been  honored  as  an 
optometrist  "who  perseveres  to  realize  dreams  which  can  better  the 
world." 


Candidates  for  Residency  Certification 

Cornea  and  Contact  Lenses 
Jason  Chin.  OD  The  New  England  College  of  Optometry 

Lynette  Johns,  OD  The  New  England  College  of  Optometry 


Family  Practice  Optometry 
Trinh  Khuu,  OD  Dorchester  House  Multi-Service  Center 

Michael  Purdy,  OD  Dimock  Community  Health  Center 


Geriatric  Optometry 
Lauren  Knott,  OD  The  New  England  College  of  Optometry 


Ocular  Disease 
Jason  Stensos,  OD  Manchester  VA  Medical  Center 

Carrie  Campbell,  OD  Ophthalmic  Consultants  of  Boston 


Elise  Harb,  OD 
Richard  Hunter,  OD 


Pediatric  Optometry 

The  New  England  College  of  Optometry 
The  New  England  College  of  Optometry 


Heather  Jetton,  OD 
Jodi  Moore,  OD 
Richard  Sui,  OD 


Primary  Eye.  Care 

VA  Vermont-White  River  Junction  campus 
VA  Connecticut  -  Newington  campus 
VA  Connecticut  -  Newington  campus 


Primary  Eye 
Amy  Falk,  OD 
Juliane  Flettner,  OD 
Bridget  Hermann,  OD 
Jessy  Jacob,  OD 
Mimi  Lum,  OD 
Susan  O'Shea-Foley,  OD 
Veronica  Ralick,  OD 
Victor  Sieno,  OD 
Katharine  Sullivan,  OD 
Maura  Trail,  OD 
Deborah  Williams,  OD 


Care  -  Geriatric  Optometry 
VA  Boston-Brockton  campus 
VA  Boston-Jamaica  Plain  campus 
VA  Boston-Jamaica  Plain  campus 
VA  Boston-Jamaica  Plain  campus 
Bedford  VA  Medical  Center 
VA  Boston- West  Roxbury  campus 
VA  Boston-Brockton  campus 
VA  Boston-Brockton/Worcester  campuses 
Bedford  VA  Medical  Center 
VA  Boston-Brockton  campus 
VA  Boston-West  Roxbury  campus 


Primary  Eye  Care  -  Low  Vision  Rehabilitation 
Heather  Bourdeau,  OD  VA  Connecticut  -  West  Haven  campus 

Suzanne  Hall,  OD  VA  Connecticut  -  West  Haven  campus 

Paul  Westfall,  OD  VA  Connecticut  -  West  Haven  campus 


Personal  Achievement  Awards 


F.  Dow  Smith  Award 

Dr.  Hyman  R.  Kamens  Award 

National  Optometric  Student 
Association  Award 

Dr.  Edward  Joseph  Troendle,  Jr. 
Award 

Alumni  Association  Award 


Bridget  C.  Hendricks 

Quynh  N.  Tran 

Anna  Maria  Baglieri 
Claudia  L.  Blemard 

Stephanie  P.  Su 


Anna  Maria  Baglieri 
Alan  C.  Love 


Academic  Awards 


Valedictory  and  Beta  Sigma  Kappa      Bao-Kim  C.  Nguyen 
Silver  Medal 


Salutatory 

Advanced  Standing  International 
Program  Scholastic  Achievement 
Award 

William  R.  Baldwin  Scholastic 
Achievement  Award 


Erika  C.  Wilken 
Margot  Williams 

Farnaz  Tavassoli 


Beta  Sigma  Kappa  Honor  Society 


Karen  G.  Carrasquillo 

Megan  E.  Clausen 

Nyssa  A.  Connell  * 

James  A.  Fabian  * 

Eugene  Y.  Fei 

Bridget  C.  Hendricks 

Danielle  K.  Johnson  * 

Lauren  A.  LaPaglia 

Alan  C.  Love  * 

Kierstyn  A.  Napier  * 

Kimberly  E.  Ninyo  * 

Bao-Kim  C.  Nguyen  * 

Linda  T.  Nguyen 

Sonya  M.  Park 

Xin  Ruan 

Amie  B.  Soucy 

Gillian  J.  Steward 

Alexis  H.  Strauss  * 

Farnaz  Tavassoli 

Amy  L.  Vo  * 

Wen-Hua  Wang 

Erika  C.  Wilken  * 

Margot  Williams 

Noemi  Zubizarreta  * 


*Three-Year  Participation 


Research  Honors 

Faiza  Dossa 
Erika  Wilken 

Faculty  Awards 


Foster  Namias  Award  Dr.  Erik  Weissberg 

Carroll  Martus  Award  Dr.  William  Sleight 


Clinical  Awards 


Alcon  Award 

Asarkof  Scholarship 

William  C.  Barrett  Memorial 
Scholarship 

Class  of  1969  Scholarship 

Eschenbach  Award  for 
Excellence  in  Low  Vision 

William  Feinbloom 
Low  Vision  Award 

David  J.  Kerko 
Low  Vision  Award 

Marchon  Eyewear  Practice 
Management  Award 

The  New  England  College 
of  Optometry  Clinic  Award 

RGP  Lens  Institute  Award 

Ira  Schwartz  Behavioral 
Vision  Award 

Vistakon  Award  of  Excellence  in 
Contact  Lenses 

Vision  Service  Plan  Award 


Stephanie  P.  Su 
Laura  A.  Vasilakos 
Erika  C.  Wilken 

Anna  Maria  Baglieri 
Ryan  M.  Beyer 

Eugene  Y.  Fei 

Megan  E.  Clausen 

Nyssa  A.  Connell 

Lauren  A.  LaPaglia 

Christopher  A.  Clark 
Kimberly  W.  Chan 

Scott  M.  Krauchunas 


Janice  S.  Paknejad 
Nyssa  A.  Connell 


The  Optometric  Oath" 


With  full  deliberation  I  freely  and  solemnly  pledge  that: 


I  will  practice  the  art  and  science  of  optometry  faithfully  and  conscientiously, 
and  to  the  fullest  scope  of  my  competence. 

I  will  uphold  and  honorably  promote  by  example  and  action  the  highest 
standard,  ethics  and  ideals  of  my  chosen  profession  and  the  honor  of  the  degree.  Doctor 
of  Optometry,  which  has  been  granted  me. 

I  will  provide  professional  care  for  those  who  seek  my  services,  with  concern, 
with  compassion  and  with  due  regard  for  their  human  rights  and  dignity. 

I  will  place  the  treatment  of  those  who  seek  my  care  above  personal  gain  and 
strive  to  see  that  none  shall  lack  proper  care. 

I  will  hold  as  privileged  and  inviolable  all  information  entrusted  to  me  in 
confidence  by  my  patients. 

I  will  advise  my  patients  fully  and  honestly  of  all  which  may  serve  to  restore, 
maintain  or  enhance  their  vision  and  general  health. 

I  will  strive  continuously  to  broaden  my  knowledge  and  skills  so  that  my 
patients  may  benefit  from  all  new  and  efficacious  means  to  enhance  the  care  of  human 
vision. 

I  will  share  information  cordially  and  unselfishly  with  my  fellow  optometrists 
and  other  professionals  for  the  benefit  of  patients  and  the  advancement  of  human 
knowledge  and  welfare. 

I  will  do  my  utmost  to  serve  my  community,  my  country  and  humankind  as  a 
citizen  as  well  as  an  optometrist. 

I  hereby  commit  myself  to  be  steadfast  in  the  performance  of  this  my  solemn 
oath  and  obligation. 


"Adopted  by  the  American  Optometric  Association  and  by 
the  Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges  of  Optometry 


Academic  Heraldry 


The  caps,  gowns  and  hoods  worn  at  College  functions  have  their  origins  in  the  robes 
worn  by  monks  and  students  in  the  middle  ages  to  keep  out  the  cold  and  damp.  Today, 
the  academic  regalia  has  been  standardized  by  tradition  and  agreement  among 
institutions  of  higher  learning. 

The  gowns  for  bachelor  degrees  have  long,  pointed  sleeves  and  are  worn  closed. 
Masters  degree  holders  wear  gowns  with  oblong  sleeves  open  at  the  wrist.  The  gown 
may  be  worn  open  or  closed.  Gowns  for  the  doctoral  degree  carry  long  velvet  panels 
down  the  front  and  have  three  velvet  bars  on  the  full  sleeves.  The  velvet  may  be  black 
or  of  a  color  distinctive  to  the  field  of  study  for  which  the  degree  is  given.  Gowns  are 
usually  black,  but  a  few  institutions  now  prescribe  colors  representative  of  the  school. 

Caps,  also  called  mortarboards,  may  be  of  cloth  or,  for  the  doctoral  outfit,  velvet.  The 
tassel  is  black  or  of  a  color  appropriate  to  the  field  of  study.  Doctoral  tassels  may  be 
gold. 

The  colors  on  the  hoods  provide  the  institutional  identity  and  signify  the  field  of  study. 
The  style  of  the  hood  is  specific  to  the  degree  level,  with  doctoral  hoods  being  larger, 
with  wider  velvet  borders,  and  with  a  panel  at  the  back.  The  silk  lining  of  the  hood  is  in 
the  institutional  colors  and  the  velvet  borders  signify  the  field  of  the  degree. 
Commonly  seen  colors  are: 


Arts,  letters,  humanities: 

white 

Architecture: 

brown 

Dentistry: 

lilac 

Education: 

light  blue 

Law: 

purple 

Library  science: 

lemon  yellow 

Medicine: 

green 

Optometry: 

seafoam  green 

Philosophy: 

dark  blue 

Public  Administration: 

peacock  blue 

Public  Health: 

salmon  pink 

The  New  England  College  of  Optometry 
Board  of  Trustees 

Francis  L.  DiMella,  AIA  -  Chairman 

Ronald  R.  Ferrucci,  OD  -  Vice  Chairman 

Cynthia  P.  Macdonald,  JD  -  Treasurer 

Brian  S.  Klinger,  OD  -  Secretary 

Norman  C.  Spector,  JD 

Mary  K.  Scott,  OD 

Myron  Allukian,  DDS,  MPH 

Joseph  J.  F.  Bickford,  OD 

Lester  M.  Brackley,  OD 

A.  Robert  Child,  OD 

Matthew  Elgart,  OD 

Joan  M.  Exford,  OD 

Gregory  Ferrucci  -  Student  Representative 

Carl  F.  Gruning.  OD 

Colin  L.  Leitch,  M.Div. 

Alan  Laird  Lewis,  OD,  PhD  -  President 

Shawn  Mahoney 

David  A.V.  Reynolds,  Dr  PH 

Irwin  M.  Shwom,  OD 

Richard  N.  Small,  CPA 

Michael  Taylor,  MEd 

Paul  Taylor,  OD 

Richard  L.  Wallingford,  Jr.,  OD 

James  Comerford,  OD,  PhD  -  Faculty  Representative 


©0; 

The  New  England  College  of  Optometry 

joins  our  graduates  in  thanking 

their  families  and  friends 

for  their  unwavering  support  and  encouragement. 
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